Holy Family Parish

Dearly Beloved of the
Parish Family,

Christmas brings families
and friends together. It is
also a time to remind
ourselves that Jesus is so much a part of our
daily lives.

Please join the Parish Family in our
Christmas celebration of Christ’s Presence
among us, and invite a relative or friend who
might have been away for awhile. Our Holy
Family Christmas Mass schedule is posted in
today’s bulletin.

Thank you for all your kindnesses, support,
encouragement, and generosity throughout
2009. May the Christ Child abundantly bless
you, your home, and your loved ones in 2010.

Sincerely in Christ,
Father Conrad

% CANDY CANE

A candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a
candy that would incorporate symbols of the
birth, ministry, and death of Jesus.

He began with a pure white stick to symbolize
the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of Jesus.
He then formed it in the shape of a “J” to
represent the Holy Name of Jesus.

Thinking that the candy was too plain, he
added red stripes—three narrow ones to
represent the scourging of Jesus and one large
one to represent His Precious Blood shed on
the Cross.

So, every time you see a candy cane, think of
Jesus, Who first came to us so long ago, and
His Great Love that remains with us now and
for eternity.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 20, 2009

Mass Schedule

Sat. Dec.19 | 4:00 PM Robert Gonthier

Sun. Dec. 20 | 8:00 AM Donald Madden

Sun. Dec.20 | 10:15 AM | Helen Ebacher

Mon. | Dec.21 | 9:00 AM People of the Parish

Tue. Dec.22 | 9:00 AM Cleophas & Leah Ebacher

Wed. | Dec.23 | 9:00 AM James, Arthur & Mary
Wilson

Thu. Dec. 24 | 9:00 AM Paul McGrath

Thu. Dec. 24 | 3:55PM Feast of Christmas- Mass
with Nativity Pageant-
Upper Church

Thu. Dec. 24 | 4:00 PM Feast of Christmas- Mass
Lower Church

Thu. Dec. 24 | 6:00 PM Feast of Christmas- Mass
Upper Church

Thu. Dec. 24 | 9:00 PM Feast of Christmas- Mass
Upper Church- (Choir)

Fri Dec.25 | 10 AM Feast of Christmas- Mass

Upper Church

Sat. Dec. 26 | 9:00 AM Sister Ubald

Families who request a Memorial Mass are welcomed to
bring up the gifts. Please identify yourself to the ushers.

Please remember in prayer the departed especially
Patricia B. Kimball.

Please remember in prayer those who are ill or
recovering; especially Andy DeWilde, Fr. Harold
Johnson, Agnes David, Lillian Sanborn, Fr. Paul
Marut, OFM Conv., Carlos Inacio, John Clark, Chris
Lambias and Cynthia Phillips Croteau

During this Christmas season, we hold in
prayer those who are serving our country:

Samuel Cote - Marines

Charles Dennehy i Army

Earl Day - Marines

Joseph Day i Marines

William Dionne- (unknown branch)

Timothy Frasier - Marines

Eric Gleason - Marines

Andrew Grady i Army

Alex Kelly i Marines

Katie Kelly - Navy

Ricky Kelly - Army

Please let us know of a loved one you would
like added to this list. Drop their name and
branch of service into the collection box
marked Bulletin Editor, drop off a note to the
office or email bulletin@hfamesbury.com.
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Holy Family Parish

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Offertory: December 12/13, 2009

December 20, 2009

This Week at Holy Family:

Sunday, December 20

Envelopes used 231 $6,510.00
Loose money $1,469.93
Mailed/dropped off $675.00
Total Offertory $8,654.93

Celebrants for December 26/27, 2009

4:00 PM Father Conrad
8:00 AM Father Conrad
10:15 AM Father Conrad

7:00 PM ‘ RCIA- Parish Office- CR

Monday, December 21

7:00 PM St. Vincent BiMonthly Meeting- C. Room
7:00 PM Charismatic Prayer Meeting- Lower Ch.
Tuesday, December 22

4:00 pm Beautification of Church

6:30 PM Adoration & Benediction- Lower Ch.
6:30 PM Schola Rehearsal Upper Church

Celebrants for December 24/25, 2009

Wednesday, December 23

7:00 PM ‘ Choir Rehearsal- Upper Church

Thursday, December 24

12 Noon | Parish Office Closes for Christmas

Friday, December 25

3:55 PM Upper Father Conrad
4 Lower Father Fritz Cerullo
6 Upper Father Vincent Daily
9 Upper Father Conrad
10 AM 12/25 Father Vincent Daily

| Feast of Christmas- Office Closed

The Collection for the Christmas Masses of Dec. 24/25
will be for the Clergy Benefit Trust. If you wish to make
a Christmas donation to our parish, please submit it on
the Sunday before or after Christmas. Thank you.

St. Vincent de Paul TREE OF LIGHTS

Saturday, December 26

W St. Vincent de Paul Society is
sponsoring their annual Tree of Light
) Program. The cards are available at
?‘1‘;\{W the Parish Office. Usual donation per
card is $3. Checks will be accepted made payable to St.
Vincent de Paul Society. The Christmas Tree on the

Sparhawk side of the church will shine in honor of or in
memory of your loved ones during this holy season.

2:00 PM ‘ Schola Rehearsal- Side Hall

Sunday, December 27

9:30 AM Confessions- Lower Church

4:00 PM Blue Christmas Prayer Service- Upper
Church

7:00 PM RCIA- Parish Office- CR

OFFICE HOURS DURING HOLIDAYS

b ¢ The Parish Office will close for
, Christmas at 12 Noon on
December 24, 2009 and will
reopen on Monday, December 28
at 9 AM.

The office will also close for New
Years at 12 Noon on Thursday,
December 31, 2009 and will reopen on Monday
January 4, 2010 at 9:00 AM.

Blue Christmas Prayer Service,
Sunday, December 27,

4:00pm in the Upper Church
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get into the celebration like others seem to be able due
to loss of a family member or friend, broken
relationships, divorce, loss of employment, being in a
new environment or isolation. Come and join in a time
2F LINF @8SNJ GKI
those who mourn, for those who struggle and that
D2RQ& 4 2 teIshindtoYobr &larkness. You are
welcome to invite family and friends to join you. Light
refreshments will be served in the side hall following
the prayer service.
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Our Christmas Pageant will be
presented by the children and
youth of our parish 3:55 PM on
December 24™ in the Upper
Church. Please make sure you
arrive for Mass early enough to not
miss their Living Nativity.

Sanctuary Beautification

Join us on Tuesday
December 22" at 4 PM in
the Upper Church to
decorate for Christmas
Masses- All ages welcomed.
You may give an hour, half
hour or two hours of your time. All efforts
are appreciated.

Beho:’d our Savior
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Holy Family Parish

Religious Education:

There are no classes this weekend!
Have a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year

Next class;

Gr. K & 1 Sun., January 3, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall
Gr. 2 & 3 Sun., January 3, 2010 9:00-10:00AM, School
Gr. 4 Sun., January 3, 9:00-10:00AM, Parish Office
Gr. 5,6, 7,8 Wed. Dec. 23 — 6:00-7:15PM, School
Confirmation 1 —Sunday, January 3, 10:15AM-1:00PM,
All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for the
10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately after in
the Main Hall.

Confirmation 2 —Sunday, January 10, 2010, 10:15AM-
1:00PM, All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church
for the 10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately
after in the Main Hall.
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PM in the upper church ¢ Children are invited to
participate in the Christmas Pageant. Practices will
be held: Saturday, December 19 at 10:00am,
Monday, December 21 at 5:00pm and
Wednesday, December 23 at 5:00pm. Sign up by

emailing the Religious Ed. Office

religioused@hfamesbury.com. Be
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grade in
number.

and phone
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Parents of Pre-Schoolers
Check out the "Church Bags" in the basket at the
back of the church for your child's use during Mass.
Please return the contents (except used coloring
sheets) to the bag at the end of Mass and return
bags to the basket.

HFP 500 CLUB
Drawing November, 2009
$100 Joanne Ryan #111
$75 Mary Bartley # 317
$50 Carolyn Levesque # 265
$25 Marie Packer # 256
$25 J. ACooki ec#158

Cheryl Conway (978)-388-6761 for questions

Christmas Mass Schedule

Thursday December 24 | 3:55 PM** | Upper
Thursday December 24 | 4:00 PM Lower
Thursday December 24 | 6:00 PM Upper
Thursday December 24 | 9:00 PM Upper
Friday December 25 | 10:00 AM Upper

Fourth Sunday of Advent
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December 20, 2009
Adult Faith Formation:
On November 29, the Feast of Christ the King, at the
6:00 PM Mass, Holy Family Parish officially welcomed
into our RCIA process the following: Catechumens:
Jenny Steigler, Patrick Moran, David Paquette, and
Madeleine Howard and the following Candidates: Billy
Balfour and Joe Eaton.
They were introduced to the community by their
sponsors and stated their readiness and their intention
to enter into the process of preparation for the
Sacraments of Initiation. In this stage of RCIA they will
be breaking open the Word, reflect on the scriptures,
and continue with their faith formation and preparation
for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist.

Please keep them all in your prayers as they open
themselves to the process of growing in faith, being
formed by the Holy Spirit, and listening to God in their
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Have you ever considered a Cursillo? There are many
People in your parish who have attended Cursillo and
are ready to sponsor you. ¢ KS { { @ I &
Center on East Street in Methuen is home to the local
Cursillo movement. They hold Cursillo weekends
throughout the year from October through May. Do
you want more information or do you want to talk to
someone who has attended? Come see what all the
blessings are about. Contact ellepiphany@gmail.com or
call 978 346 4050.

Cursillistas - Palanca Party for the women's weekend is
January 3rd, Sunday at 6 pm.in the Parish Office The
next Ultreya Mass is January Sth, Friday at 7 pm. in the
[ 26 SN / KdZNDK® ¢ KS ySEI
7" through the 10"® ¢tKS VySEI Y
January 28" through the 31°.
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Young Author!

Congratulations to Emily Hanshaw
(14), daughter of Thomas and Gale
Hanshaw, who recently published
her first book: 8 2 f F
novel tells the story of a family of
wolves living in Alaska and the ups and downs of
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their lives.

Let the Bulletin Editor (Sandra Jutras) know if you have a
family event to celebrate. Email bulletin@hfamesbury.com.
Include your name & phone number.

Marriage Retreats
Rediscover a Loving Marriage with a Routrouville
weekend. January 15-17, 2010 and April 16-18,
2010. For more information call 1-800470-2230 or
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com .
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