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Dearly Beloved of the Parish Family, 
 
Many Christian holy days, e.g., Christmas, Easter, 
Thanksgiving, the Eve of All Saints (All Hallows Eve or 
Halloween) have been totally de-Christianized by our 
secular society. But Lent is one time on the Church 
calendar that the secularists have not yet managed to 
co-opt. 
 
Lent should play a significant role in every Christian’s 
life.  It is not unlike the forest fire that clears away the 
debris cluttering the forest floor which, in the process, 
nourishes the soil for the birth of new life.  It is a time 
when we must cut ourselves down, clean ourselves 
up, embrace purity, and “return to our roots.”  
 
Lent is not supposed to be a time of Christian 
fanaticism. And dieting for the sake of vanity must 
never be one’s Lenten goal.   Furthermore, we must 
never behave like the Pharisees, who called attention 
to their supposed holiness.   
 
Traditionally, Lent has been (and is) the main Season 
during which adults wishing to be received into the 
Church make their final preparations.  This Sunday, 
our catechumens Matthew Griffiths, Madeline 
Howard, Patrick Moran, and Jenny Steigler and 
candidates William Balfour and George Gray will 
begin their final period of preparation to be received 
into the full communion of the Catholic Church. 
 
As we prayerfully accompany them during their final 
weeks of preparation, we are reminded of our own 
baptismal promises to live with Christ as our Way, our 
Truth, and our Life.  For those of us who long ago 
were received into the Church, Lent is the annual 
opportunity to renew those vows. Lenten confession 
opportunities, every Wednesday evening between 
6:30 and 8:00 and Saturday mornings beginning at 
9:30, will help us in our efforts to be faithful to our 
baptismal vows.  May the power of God’s grace and 
mercy be yours in abundance this Lent. 
 
Peace and Blessings,                                                    
Father Conrad                                          
 

 

 
Mass Schedule 

Please remember in prayer those who died especially 
Lorraine Fournier. 
Please remember in prayer those who are ill or 
recovering; especially Linda Daley, Marcy Schuy, Fr. 
Bill MacKenzie, Agnes David and Chester “Chet” 
LeBlanc.  
 
Please remember in prayer those who serve our country; 
especially Michael Bashaw -NAVY  and Mark Bashaw -
AIR FORCE.   

 

Rice Bowls Jesus' transfiguration was a moment of 
hope for the disciples, giving them the strength to 
endure the future sacrifices they would make as they 
formed the early church. As we continue our journey 
with Catholic Relief Services Operation Rice Bowl, let 
us be mindful that our Lenten sacrifices help to give 
hope to our brothers and sisters in need. Rice Bowls 
and information about the South American country of 
Bolivia are available in the vestibule of the church. 

 
Fridays During Lent 

Stations: 5 PM- Mass 5:30 PM- 
Chowder 6 PM- Speaker 6:45 PM 

Friday Night Chowder Lenten Speakers  

Theme: Ministry As My Vocation 
March 5  Sister Maureen Casey 
March 12  Thomas Hanshaw 
March 19  Gerry Corcoran 
March 26  Rosemary Werner 

 

Sat. Feb. 27 4:00 PM Jerry Gamelin 

Sun. Feb. 28 8:00 AM Cecil Harville & Birgit 
Jaeschke 

Sun. Feb. 28 10:15 AM Christine Addonizio 

Mon. Mar. 1 9:00 AM People of the Parish 

Tue. Mar. 2 9:00 AM Fred. Laudamia 

Wed. Mar. 3 9:00 AM George & Roseana Tardiff 

Thu. Mar. 4 9:00 AM Holy Mass 

Fri. Mar. 5 9:00 AM No Mass at 9:00 AM today 

Fri. Mar. 5 5:00 PM Stations of the Cross 

Fri.  Mar. 5 5:30 PM Alvin Doherty 

Sat. Mar. 6 9:00 AM Jill Marie Malcolm 

Sat. Mar. 6 4:00 PM People of the Parish 

Sun. Mar. 7 8:00 AM Orazio & Lillian Voci 

Sun. Mar. 7 10:15 AM Marilyn (Jebby) Debasitis 

Families who request a Memorial Mass are welcomed to 
bring up the gifts. Please identify yourself to the ushers. 
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“STRIKE UP THE BAND” 

A Patriotic Review 
May 14

th
-15

th
 Armed Forces Weekend 

 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE!!!!!! 

Wanted: singers, dancers, stage crew, tech crew 
Sign-up, tryouts and rehearsal 
Sunday Feb. 14, 2010   2-5pm 

Holy Family Parish Hall Amesbury MA 
HFP Events Committee 

Call  “Kliggie” for questions: 978-388-0459 

 
FYI: Free Service to the Parish 

Want to see Holy Family’s Bulletin online in 
addition to our website? The address below 
shows full color copy of our weekly bulletin 
including the front cover and all ads. Search: 
www.seekandfind.com . Scroll down and click on the 
12 weeks of bulletins available for viewing. 
It also has bulletins from any church that uses 
Liturgical Publications. 

 

The Hospitality Committee will be holding a 
Social Hour Saturday, March 6 following the 
4:00 PM Mass in the Main Hall. 
Please plan to join us. 

 

Joe Packer wishes to thank the 
many people over the past years 
who have helped out in the Hall 
and around the property. Our 
parish wishes to acknowledge 

especially Melvin Harris, John Jennell, Joe Olson 
and Kevin Greaney. 

 

The staff appreciates your patience as we move 
to our new Parish Center. Like any move, there 
will be a time of finding where things are. 

This Week at Holy Family 

 

 

 
 

Offertory February 20/21, 2010  

Envelopes used  Not available  

Loose money  This week  

Mailed/dropped off  due to early 

transmission of the 

Bulletin  

Total Offertory    

Sunday,  February 28 

11:30 AM Parish Council Meeting Conference Rm 

2:-5:00 PM ά{ǘǊƛƪŜ ¦Ǉ ¢ƘŜ .ŀƴŘέ Rehearsal- Hall 

6:30 PM RCIA- Parish Center 

Monday,  March 1 

7:00 PM SVdP Bimonthly Meeting- Conf. Room 

7:00 PM Charismatic Prayer Meeting- Chapel Sc 

Tuesday March 2 

7:00 PM Liturgy Committee Meeting-  
Parish Center 

Wednesday, March 3 

6-8:30 PM Confessions- lower church 

8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal- Upper Church 

Thursday, March 4 

6:30 PM Schola Rehearsal Side Hall 

7-8:30 PM Stations of the Cross practice- Upper Ch. 

Friday, March 5 

5:00 PM Station of the Cross 

5:30 PM Mass 

6:00 PM Lenten Chowder in the Hall 

7:00 PM Ultreya Mass- Lower Church 

Saturday, March 6 

9:30 AM Confessions- Lower Church 

2:00 PM Schola Rehearsal- Side Hall 

4:45 PM Social Hour- Main Hall 

Sunday, March 7 

9:30 AM Confessions 

9:30 AM Adoration 

10:00 AM Family Reconciliation- Upper Church 

4:00 PM WINGS- Side Hall 

6:30 PM RCIA- Parish Office 

http://www.seekandfind.com/
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Religious Education 

Classes this weekend. 

Gr. K & 1 Sun.  Feb.28, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall  

Gr. 2 & 3 Sun. Feb.28, 9:00-10:00AM, School 

Gr. 4 Sun., Feb. 28, 9:00-10:00AM, Parish Office 

Next class; 

Gr. K & 1 Sun., March 7, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall  

Please note new location; 

Gr. 2 & 3 Sun., March 7, 2010 9:00-10:00AM, Parish 

Center  

Gr. 2 Parent Meeting -9:15AM ï Lower Church 

Gr. 4 Sun., March 7, 9:00-10:00AM, Parish Center 

Gr. 5, 6, 7, 8 Wed., March 3, 6:00-7:15PM, Parish Center 

Confirmation 1 ïSunday, March 7, 2010, 10:15AM-

1:00PM,   

All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for the 

10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately after in the 

Main Hall. 

Confirmation 2 ï Confirmation Retreat March 20/21, 2010 

ï All families should have received an information letter 

and paperwork regarding the retreat.  If you did not receive 

this information, please contact Sue in the Religious ed. 

office at religioused@hfamesbury.com or 978-388-0330. 

  

Youth Ministry 

Stations of the Cross  

We are looking for youth in grades 8 -12 who 

would like to participate in a pray er ful 

presentation of The Way of the Cross  on               

   Good Friday, April 2 at 3:00 PM.  

Practices will be as follows ;           

Thursday, March 4, 2010       7:00 -8:30pm          

Thursday, March 11, 2010       7:00 -8:30pm  

Thursday, March 18, 2010       7:00 -8:30pm  

Sunday, March 28, 2010      11:30am-1:00pm           

                                                    (dress rehearsal)       

Please note it is important for you to attend all practices  in 

the upper church .  

Anyone who would like to participate or has any question sho uld 

email religioused@hfamesbury.com  or call Sue or Kathy at 978 -

388 -3477.  Please leave your name, phone number, and email 

address.   
 

Coffee House Talent Show  March 13, 2010  6-9 PM 
All Ages are welcome to join us for a fun & relaxing evening to 
help benefit youth ministry. We are looking for all musicians, 
artists, poets, and anyone with a special talent to share, to 
perform, or display art at the coffeehouse. Acts must be no more 
than ten minutes and be appropriate for a church setting. All 
performers must register by March 1, 2010, by filling-out an 
application and returning it to Coffeehouse, c/o HFYM, 6 Allen’s 
Court, Amesbury, MA 01913. If you have any questions, please 
call Sue or Kathy at 978-388-3477 or email 
religioused@hfamesbury.com  

Limited spaces first come, first served. 

Applications are available at the parish office, entrance of 

the church or download from our website. 

Snowcamps ! 

7
TH

 AND 8
TH

 GRADE HAPPENING – SNOWCAMPS 2010: 
Parents, are you looking for a high-energy, fun-filled, 
spiritual-growth experience for your 7

th
/8

th
 grader? If so, 

this is it!!! SNOWCAMPS 2010 will be held on this weekend 
of February 26-28 and March 5-7 at Camp Brookwoods in 
Alton, NH.  For an application and more details call Andy 
and Jeanine Murray at 978-388-7908 or email at 
murray.family4@verizon.net. 

 
Why go to Confession During Lent? 

 This week we begin our precious annual Lenten journey with the 
Lord and each other.  The ashes placed on our foreheads on Ash 
Wednesday remind us of our own mortality and of the call to 
repentance.  Lent reminds us that God is gracious and merciful to 
those who come to Him with contrite hearts. 
 This season is one of penance, reflection, prayer, almsgiving and 
fasting in order that we can prepare ourselves to better celebrate and 
live Christõs Resurrection on Easter Sunday and beyond.  Godõs 
divine mercy is a central theme of Lent. The priceless gift of Godõs 
mercy is highlighted and celebrated by the Church in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. 
  Why Confess Your Sins to a Priest? 
Why is it necessary to go to a priest for confession if I can pray to 
God on my own?  Sacramental confession allows Godõs loving mercy 
and His grace-filled absolution to be confirmed to us through the 
ministry of the priest.  When we pray to God, we do not necessarily 
hear Godõs response.  We are often far more harsh on ourselves than 
God could ever be. God sees us with love, mercy and an abundance 
of forgiveness.  We see ourselves and our sin through the eyes of 
guilt and shame.  It is important for us to receive from a priest the 
unconditional love and mercy of God, as expressed and experienced 
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Christ, through the priest, invites 
us to let go of anything that gets in the way of our relationship with 
Him.  Christ, through the priest, encourages us to open ourselves to 
the peace and grace which can only be found through Godõs 
forgiveness.  In sacramental confession, we hear the direct expression 
of Godõs love, through the priest and the ministry of the Church.   
The Communal Nature of Sin 
When we sin we not only offend God, but we also offend the 
individual(s) against whom we have sinned, if not the entire 
community of faith. Sin uproots us from our real home, the heart of 
God the Father.  Sin also uproots us from the communion of the 
Church and the mystical body of Christ, which is the Church. We 
need to receive not only Godõs forgiveness, but the blessing of the 
Christian community. The Letter of James (5:16) speaks to the 
communal nature of sin and of forgiveness when James writes, 
òTherefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed.ò  In the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, the priest represents both Christ and His mercy, and 
he represents the joy and the welcoming of the Christian community 
over one who repents of his or her sins.    
Because Christ Said So 
Finally, and most importantly, we should go to confession to a priest 
because Jesus told us to do so.  In His first appearance to the apostles 
after His Resurrection, Christ breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retainedó (John 20:22-23).   
 Through the wonderful initiative, òThe Light is on for You,ó every 
church and chapel in the Archdiocese of Boston will have individual 
and private Confession available, every Wednesday in Lent from 6:30 
- 8:00pm beginning this week.  I urge you to be open to Godõs love 
and grace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lent.  Encourage 
family members and friends to do the same.   

 May the power of Godõs grace and mercy bless us in abundance this 
Lent. 

mailto:religioused@hfamesbury.com
mailto:religioused@hfamesbury.com
mailto:religioused@hfamesbury.com
mailto:murray.family4@verizon.net
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